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Wh at if your UNIVERSITY
students wrote their
own MCQ assessments?

Wakefield Morys-Carter, Senior Psychology Demonstrator

Why?

Multiple-choice questions
(MCQs) often test surface
knowledge rather than deep
understanding or critical
thinking.

Because...

Good questions take time to
create, and many are needed.

But...

They test breadth of
knowledge and are quick to
mark

So...
Questions get recycled.

My proposal ticks some boxes

Assesses creativity
and understanding.

Involves students
as co-creators.

Keeps assessment
current.

Discourages
collusion.

Low assessment
workload for staff.

Universal design.

Please let me know
what you think.

How?

Students will be assessed
both on performance (P) in a
Moodle quiz and the quality

(Q) of the MCQ they
contributed.

During the module, students
will be encouraged to create
an MCQ each week on that
lecture’s topic and reflect on
and improve their previous
guestions.

After the last lecture students
will be allocated topics at
random and will submit one
MCQ via an online tool.

The module leader will
download the quiz removing
MCQs not relevant to the
module and noting students
who have submitted MCQs on
the wrong topic.

The students will complete the
Moodle quiz within a given
time window.

The facility (F) and
discrimination index (D) of
the MCQs will be checked.

MCQs with negative
discrimination and extreme
facilities (outside 5% to 95%)
will be removed and the quiz
rescored.

Q=D + 30%
Min 25% if D < 0.
-5% Iif extreme facility.

-10% if wrong topic.

Overall grade = (2P + Q)/3.

But!

What if the quiz is too long?
What if a question...

has a mistake in it?

IS too easy?

Is too difficult

IS on the wrong topic?

Is off-topic?
What about plagiarism?
What about collusion?

What about mitigating
circumstances?

What about parity?

Why is 30% added to D?

Ask me or scan for
my answers.

Try the online tool.

View my
presentation.
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